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It is our honor at Faith Lutheran Church to welcome all who join with us for worship.  
It is our prayer that the Lord would richly bless our worship together. If you are 
looking for a church home in the Lecanto area, we invite you to speak to our Pastor 
regarding membership at Faith Lutheran Church. 

 

 Service of Prayer and Preaching  p. 260ff. 

 
OPENING HYMN         My Hope is Built on Nothing Less            #576              
                                  
 

Service of the Word 

 
(please stand) 
OPENING VERSICLES Pastor / Congregation 
P: This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P: Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 
dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 
P: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C: Teach me Your paths. 
 
P: Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C: Your Word is truth. 
 
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE 
  REFRAIN 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
REFRAIN 

 

 

 

 

 



REFRAIN  

 

 

 

 
REFRAIN  
 
(please be seated) 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                   Isaiah 42:14–21 

14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained 
myself; now I will cry out like a oman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15I 
will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16And I will lead 
the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not 
known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, 
the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do 
not forsake them. 17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who 
trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 

18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 19Who is blind 
but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as 
my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 20He sees many 
things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not 
hear. 21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify 
his law and make it glorious.   
This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(please be seated) 
SPECIAL MUSIC                    Ukuleles  to play    "You Raised Me Up"                                



   EPISTLE                                                                 Ephesians 5:8–14   
  8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 
and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.”  
This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(please stand) 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                             John 9:1–41 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord. 

1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.  
2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it 
is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on 
the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s 
eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were 
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is 
he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and 
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and 
received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 



know.” 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 

14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 
sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and 
I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they 
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has 
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that 
this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do 
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. 
He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should 
confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 
23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and 
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He 
answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told 
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled 
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is an 
amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if 
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 
32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could 



do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and 
would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is 
he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen 
him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” 
and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this 
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may 
become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, 
and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt 
remains. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY 
P: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 
Your glory dwells. 
 
P: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 
Your glory dwells. 
 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 
Your glory dwells. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; The third 
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on 



the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the  
life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
(please be seated) 
SERMON HYMN                       (Insert) In Christ Alone 
   
SERMON                                  Why So Much Trouble? 
 
OFFERING 
(please rise and sing). 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER  
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with 
all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to 
faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 



P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 
welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us 
pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, 
    and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed     
and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray 
to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For …let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to 
the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as 
Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that 
we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for 
all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR THE WORD 
P: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Evening Prayer 

C: I  thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 
would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me. Amen. 

Amen. 
 
EVENING SONG OF PRAISE  Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart  #806                                                                                                                   
 
BENEDICAMUS 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 



BENEDICTION 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C: Amen. 
 
(please be seated) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CLOSING HYMN       What God Ordains is Always Good      #760 Vs1,4                                                

 
   IN SERVICE THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

                      
6:00 p.m.   Mike Feltner                                      6:00 p.m.  Alan Benner                                                              
 
9:30 a.m.    Gary Wygle                                       9:30 a.m.  Bernie Upschulte                             
       Joanne Fetzer                                                    John Lehmann 
                   Mile& Diane Hammill                                 

                                                                                  
Satur       Saturday:  6:00 p.m. Kathy Walker                     Carolyn Arias    

Sunday:     9:30 a.m. Carol Wygle                          Ann Panas 

 
Edward Sarmiento, Don Mueller 

 
              Attendance: March 11th=39    March 12th =73     Total= 112 

 
Given By: Jim & Debbie Ross for their Anniversary 



 
Deborah Ross 

 

 
Jerry & Betty Marquette, Jim & Deborah Ross 

 

 
 

March 20th  through March 26th, 2023  
 

                              Monday                10:00 A.M.    Bible Study  
                                                                     
                             Tuesday                  2:00 P.M.    Bells  
   
                             Wednesday             2:00 P.M.    Confirmation 
                                                             3:30 P.M.    The Chosen Episode 5 
                                                             5:00 P.M.    Midweek Lent Service     
                                          
                             Thursday                 7:30 A.M.    Workday   
                                                             3:00 P.M.     Choir       
                     
                             Saturday          6:00 P.M.    HC Worship 
                             Sunday                    9:30 A.M.   Worship   
      

 
 
 

"Men's Prayer Breakfast group will be hosting a Friendship Brunch following Sunday 
service on March 26th. All are invited, bring a friend or neighbor. Please sign up in 
the Narthex."Thanks, David Hass 



Notes From Pastor Griffin  

 Our overall sermon series theme on our Lenten weekends is “Questions 
of Lent.” 

 Today’s sermon theme is  “Why so Much Trouble?” In today’s Gospel 
lesson, the disciples ask Jesus why a certain man was born blind.  Was it 
due to his sin?  Or perhaps his parents had sinned?  Today’s sermon 
unpacks our Lord’s answer, which is both theological and practical in 
nature. 

 Today is the last day for members of Faith Lutheran to nominate a 
rostered LCMS (Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) pastor to be 
considered for our next Pastor.  Nomination forms are available in the 
church entry.    

 Our Sunday morning Bible class will be discussing Chapters 17-19 of 
Greg Finke’s book, “Joining Jesus on His Mission.”  All are invited to join 
us in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 for coffee and snacks, and at 11 for 
Bible discussion. 

 There will be no Monday morning Bible class this week. 
 Anyone wishing to have an elder pray with them, please meet at the 

front of the sanctuary immediately after the service. Thanks, Dave Hass. 
 Volunteers Needed: 1) To host Saturday night fellowship, 2) To host 

Sunday morning fellowship, 3) to help with monthly outreach mailings,  4) 
to provide altar flowers, and 5) to read Scriptures during Divine Service.  

  Mortgage Debt Retirement:  The Church Council is pleased to announce 
that we have set a goal to retire our church mortgage by Easter (April 9).  
At present, we owe approximately $80,000.  All donations marked for 
“Debt Reduction” will be matched by our treasury, dollar for dollar, up to 
$40,000. As of March 13, $17,374 has been donated. 

 All are invited to join us this Wednesday at 3:30 for a  showing of the TV 
Series, “The Chosen,” Season I, Episode 5.    
 

Upcoming Events 
 Sunday, March 26, 11am - Friendship Breakfast served by Men’s 

Group.  Please sign up if you plan to attend. 
 Thursday, April 6, 10 am - Hernando / Pascal Hospice Volunteer’s 

Luncheon 
 Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm 
 Good Friday Service at 3pm 
 Easter Saturday Vigil Service - 6pm 
 Easter Sunday Services at 7:00am and 9:30am 
 Saturday, April 22, 9am - LWML Zone Rally at Faith Lutheran 
 April 29 and 30 at Divine Services - Gideon’s Presentation 



 Upcoming Sermons 
 Wednesday, March 22 - “I’m Thirsty” 
 March 25 and 26 - “Can These Bones Live?” 
 Wednesday, March 29 - “It is Finished!” 
 Palm Sunday - “Why Bend Our Knees?” 
 Maundy Thursday - “Is It I, Lord?” 
 Good Friday - “Into Your Hands”” 
 Easter Sunday - Why Are You Crying? 
 April 15 and 16 - “Resurrection Faith” 
 April 22 and 23 - “Resurrection Conversations” 
 April 29 and 30 - “Resurrection Abundance” 
 May 6 and 7 - “Resurrection Promises” 
 May 13 and 14 - “Resurrection Response” 

 
 Prayer List  

 Health Concerns:   Dave Patten, Muriel Hanny, Dave Hanny, Ross, 
Alexandra,Linda Holthus (recently hospitalized), Marge Sawyer, Charles 
Lewis, Gloria Marquis (Hospice)  Mary Borchardt, Wes Martin, Drake 
Daggett,Erica (granddaughter of Steve and Lois Schick) Panda (daughter 
of Steve and Lois Schick) Terry (son of Nancy Griffin), Terra (niece of 
Nancy Griffin), Becky Fix (sister-in-law of Melissa Climber),Felix, Scott 
(nephew of Carla Nicklas), Katie Arias, Margaret Lehmann, Patricia 
Ulvund.  

 For our Call Committee, that God’s Spirit would guide and lead. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Bible Trivia 
 

Two women died as a result of childbirth in the Bible: Rachel, after 

giving birth to Benjamin (Gen 35:16-19) and Phinehas’ wife, after 

giving birth to Ichabod (1 Sam 4:19-22). 

 

Ishmael was an archer (Gen 21:20). 

 

The name “Malachi” means “my messenger” or “His (The Lord’s) 

messenger.” Because of this, some believe the Book of Malachi was 

not written by a man named Malachi, but rather, by an anonymous 

author. (I believe he was the author.) 

Angels do eat sometimes (Gen 18:1-8,22 with Gen 19:1). (Also see: Ps 

78:23-25) 

 

Joseph was warned in a dream to take Mary and the baby Jesus to 

Egypt so that Jesus would not be killed when King Herod issued his 

decree that all male children 2 years old or younger must be put to 

death (Mt 2:13-16)(Hos 11:1). 

 

Neither leaven nor honey could be used for a burnt offering (Lev 

2:11). 

If a woman gave birth to a male child, she was unclean for a week. If 

she gave birth to a female child, she was unclean for two weeks (Lev 

12:2,5). 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%2035.16-19
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Sam%204.19-22
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%2021.20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%2018.1-8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%2018.22
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%2019.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ps%2078.23-25
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ps%2078.23-25
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%202.13-16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Hos%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Lev%202.11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Lev%202.11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Lev%2012.2
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Lev%2012.2
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Lev%2012.5


 

 

 

March 22nd 5:00 p.m. 

 

March 29th 5:00 p.m. 

 
April 6th 7:00 p.m. 

 
Good Friday Service 

April 7th 3:00p.m. 

 
April 9th 7:00 a.m. 

 
 


